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In Ms correspondence of that period, Lenin formulated the propositions
he deduced in this essay as follows:

"The propositions expounded here serve me as the basis for much more
important and more far-reaching deductions than have been drawn in the
essay itself. It seems to me that the process of disintegration going on among
our small producers (the peasants and village handicraftsmen) is the main and
fundamental fact which explains urban and large-scale capitalism in this
country, which shatters the myth about peasant husbandry being an excep-
tional economic system (actually it is part and parcel of the bourgeois system,
except that it is much more encumbered with feudal fetters), and compels us
to regard the so-called "workers*3 not as a small group placed in exceptional
conditions, but merely as the upper stratum of that vast mass of peasants
who already gain their livelihood more by the sale of their labour power than
by their own husbandry."*

Lenin wanted to have this essay published in one of the legal,, Liberal-
Narodnik magazines, but the editors refused to accept it as it was directed
against NarocSsm. It was kept filed for thirty years and brought to light and
published only in 1923.

In the autumn of 1889 Lenin applied for permission to take his examina-
tions for the Law Degree at some higher educational institution. On the
margin of one of his applications, Delyanov, the Minister of Education,
wrote: "Make enquiries about him of the Warden and Department of
Police." In reply to this enquiry, Dumovo, Chief of the Department of
Police, stated : "During his residence in Kazan, Ulyanov was observed to be
in communication with politically unreliable persons, some of whom now have
proceedings pending against them on the charge of committing offences
against the state." Lenin's application was rejected. The tsarist govern-
ment decided not to allow him to enter the University as he was "politically
unreliable." It was not until the spring of 1890 that he was at last permitted
to take Ms examinations for the Law Degree at the St. Petersburg University.
At the end of August 1890, he went to St. Petersburg to obtain all the parti-
culars about the examinations. On returning to Samara he began to work
very hard to prepare for the examinations, while, however, continuing to
study Marxism,

Lenin, then twenty years of age, was confronted with the task of mastering
in the short space of one year the whole of a four-year university course.
Furthermore-* the application to go before the Examination Board had to be
accompanied by a written treatise on Criminal Law. At the examination it
was necessary to submit a written essay on a given theme, and then to answer
questions on the dogma and history of Roman Law* Civil Law and Juris-
prudence, Commercial Law and Jurisprudence, Criminal Law and Juris-
prudence, the history of Russian Law, Ecclesiastical Law, Constitutional
Law, International Law, Police Law., Political Economy., Statistics, Financial
Law, General Law, and the history of the Philosophy of Law. To-master
all these subjects it was necessary,seriously to wade through a vast amount
of special literature.

Describing how Lenin worked in preparation for his examinations, Ms
sistera Anha, writes as follows :

"Many people at the time were amazed at the fact that though he had been
expelled from the University he, in a matter of one year, -without outside
assistance, and without passing any of the yearly or half-yearly examinations,

* Lenin Miscellany, Russ. ed., Vol. XXXffl, pp. 15-16.